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Biological Effects

Creates flow complexity for energy-saving growth of fish
Shelter of fish from predators

Invertebrate food substrates

Algae and bacterial retention of nutrients (e.g. N)

Loading (pieces or m3 per km) depends on

Rate of riparian tree production
Size and durability of riparian trees

Channel width
— wider channels trap larger pieces mainly in pools
— smaller channels more thoroughly disturbed

Channel gradient

Recent watershed history (fire, landsliding,
flooding, logging/salvage; LWD removal)

Unwelcome effects
Not always real, but need evaluation

Increase hydraulic roughness and reduce the flood
conveyance capacity of rivers --- only if >10% of channel
cross section, but ...

Can wash downstream and block bridges, etc.
Increase local bank erosion

Endanger watercraft and swimmers

Esthetics --- thought to be 'messy'.




