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Media and the Environment Conference

UC Santa Barbara Campus

UCen Corwin Pavilion, 12-6 p.m.

Saturday, April 28th 2007

Presented by the Arthur N. Rupe Chair in the Social Effects of Mass Communication, and the Carsey-Wolf Center for Film, Television and New Media’s Environmental Media Initiative.  In association with the UCSB Arts & Lectures “Global Warming Science & Society Series.”    
Free admission; Free campus parking; Free refreshments during breaks. 

For more information, see www.cftnm.ucsb.edu 

· How can traditional and digital media effectively communicate important environmental issues (especially global warming)?

· How do media technologies and creative processes influence the presentation and portrayal of environmental issues?

· How are environmental issues covered – or not -- by different media forms and outlets?

· How can media coverage influence public perceptions, understandings and actions concerning the environment?

This multi-media event will bring together media creators and producers, journalists, scientists, web masters, media researchers, international agency coordinators, and the audience.  The sessions will show a wide variety of environmental media content, including web video, documentary films, and commercial advertisements.  The presentations and discussions will

explore the technological, economic, political, and social challenges involved in creating environmental media content for traditional and new media outlets, and for improving public understanding and action concerning the environment.  

There will be several opportunities for audience involvement.  Media and environmental organizations are invited to provide their materials in the Corwin Pavilion entry hall.  

12:00-12:30: Networking

Audience members are invited to meet friends and new people, visit the media and environmental tables in the outer lobby, and enjoy refreshments. 
12:30: Welcome and Guiding Questions

Ronald E. Rice, David Marshall, and Melvin Oliver will welcome the presenters and audience.
Ron Rice will present and discuss a set of guiding questions -- about effective utilization of the media in conveying environmental science to the public and policy-makers -- to which the audience and panelists will return during the conference. 

12:40 – 2:00: Portraying the Environment

David Jensen and Douglas Varchol will present the UNEP’s new Sudan Country Report’s Video Press Release and discuss how media was incorporated into the country report process, including commenting on the current environmental conditions in Sudan as a result of the 20-year north-south civil conflict and the crisis in Darfur. 
Jennifer Bernstein will present Learning from Natures: The Depiction of the Environment in Contemporary Print Advertising.  The environment occupies a variety of roles in nature (“green”) advertisements, ranging from an adversarial foe to the ultimate representation of tranquility and happiness. 
James Reichman will present examples of new techniques for portraying environmental science in more accessible ways in journals, newspapers, and websites.

= 2:00-2:10 Break =

2:10 – 3:00: Reporting the Environment

Kenneth Weiss and John Vande Wege will present portions of their recent LA Times and web-based, multi-media five-part series on Altered Oceans. They will discuss how they created the series and how multi-media coverage creates unique problems and opportunities for traditional print environmental journalism.
Cecilia O’Donnell will discuss newspaper coverage of environmental issues in four UK and US newspapers.

= 3:00-3:10 Break =

Andrew Revkin will join this session by video conferencing to discuss the interface between media and the environment.  David Lea will interview him.

Steve Gaines, Catherine Gautier-Downes and Charles Kolstad will discuss the science behind the media coverage of global warming, and how it often gets trivialized, with serious consequences for how the public judges and understands the issues.

= 4:00-4:10 Break =

4:10 – 5:15: Distributing the Environment

Constance Penley will describe The BLUE HORIZON Summer Program for Environmental Media (UCSB Summer Sessions 2007 June 25-August 24). This brings together faculty from media and communication studies and marine science to teach a coordinated sequence of courses where students will learn the history and theory of environmental filmmaking; the biological, socio-economic, and political aspects of marine conservation; and the latest innovations in environmental filmmaking. 

Michael Hanrahan will show one of his films and discuss the media production and distribution issues involved in reaching specific audiences through broadband Internet, television, and DVD home video.  

Paul Jay will discuss his efforts to create a viewer-supported, advertising-free comprehensive media platform (from television and web, to public broadcasting and user-provided content) that will use science and what is actually known to provide "independent and courageous" coverage of important news – such as global warming. 
5:15 – 6:00: Audience Group Discussion and Final Panel Discussion

Different session presenters will convene with different sections of the audience to each discuss one of the guiding questions.  The session presenters will then bring their summary of the audience group’s discussion back to the main panel for an overall integration of the presentations and discussions, and implications for strategies for positive change.  Ronald E. Rice will lead this discussion.
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