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“Green and Greener”

THE BRAND NEW BUILDING, Bren School of Environmental Science and Management looks deceptively institutional, but don’t be fooled.  The four-story, 85,000 square-foot, $22 million structure – the only building on the ocean-side campus with a view of the Pacific – is, quite simply, the most environmentally state-of-the-art structure of its kind in the United States.  Built to house UCSB’s ambitious interdisciplinary graduate Environmental Science and Management program, and named for billionaire developer Donald Bren (chairman of the Irvine Company) who came in with a $15 million grant, opens with much fanfare on April 19.  Senior Editor Laurie Deans toured the building with Bren School Dean Dennis Aigner and Assistant Dean/construction liaison Mo Lovegreen.

It’s difficult to imagine that Bren Hall wasn’t originally conceived as a “green building.”

DENNIS AIGNER:  Once [we determined] the building should be “the greatest thing since sliced bread” in the area of science and environmental management – kind of a statement about the school’s vision – it turned out the structure could be modified in very nice and not very expensive ways to make it very green.  And since it was bid out in 1999 we have been working to get it progressively greener, so that it now qualifies to be a national LEED “platinum” (level) award building – the most green you can possibly make.

Mo, what are some of the elements that make it so green?  And, I have to ask you, how many cracks about your name have you heard while on this project?

MO LOVEGREEN:  Not as many as you’d think!  But, to answer your main question:  They range from the most common sense, like having windows that open and turn off the heat.  There are even sensors to monitor and refresh the air when there is too much CO2 putting students to sleep!  With the interior materials we’ve exceeded our 30 percent goal of using recycled materials.  Even the construction site has been a model of recycling.  It’s all a massive savings to the entire university.

What impact will the Bren building have beyond the campus borders?

DENNIS AIGNER:  Santa Barbara is fast becoming known as a community that embraces the principles of sustainability in building design and execution.  And the big message, which I tell to anyone who will listen, is that building “green” doesn’t cost more, even on a fairly grand scale like this.

