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“UCSB opens energy-efficient Bren Hall”

Years of planning and work on one of the nation’s most environmentally friendly or “green,” structures neared completion Friday, when UCSB administrators dedicated and opened Donald Bren Hall with a little help from Kermit the Frog.

The legendary green puppet of “Sesame Street” fame was on hand for the evening ceremony and brought this message:

“Each of us can make a difference.  This new building is part of all that.  It’s an environmental landmark that will teach others that there are better ways to use resources and share the planet.  It’s a place that, well – between you and me - it’s a place that makes it a lot easier being green.  I really like it here.  In fact, I’m thinking of moving in.  I could work the information desk.”

The hall – an 85,000-square foot, $26 million building located along the shore between Goleta Beach and Surfer’s Point – was designed as the new home for UCSB’s Donald Bren School of Environmental Science and Management.

Through most of the process, energy efficiency and recycling were pushed to the fore.

Solar panels supply 10 percent of the electricity.

Ocean breezes cool the interior.

Large windows harvest natural light.

Carpets are recycled and refurbished.

And among other efficiency measures, motion detectors control light levels.

“The overriding and very powerful message is it really doesn’t cost any more to do these things,” said Bren School Dean Dennis Aigner.

The structure cost 2 percent more to construct than it would have without efficiency measures, but only because it was originally designed as a normal building with green elements added later, Mr. Aigner said.

The building exceeds federal efficiency standards by 30 percent, according to UCSB.  Mr. Aigner said he believes that over time it will perform even better.

Classes in the building are expected to start come fall.

At least two conferences are scheduled to take place there in the meantime.

The building is nearly done, with school officials waiting for a fire marshal’s final OK in coming days before it can be fully occupied.

A primary part of The Bren School’s mission is to research environmental issues, train scientists and identify or solve environmental problems.
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