University Ranking Game Gets One Right
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Our Opinion

It strikes us that sometimes many of the UC campuses don’t get their proper credit from people outside California.  Sure, Berkeley and UCLA get lots of attention and words of praise.

But it’s hard for those in other regions of the country to fathom that the other UCs deserve the spotlight in their own right.

So news that the seventh annual Newsweek-Kaplan guide to college admissions didn’t succumb to that mind set is welcome indeed.  The publication named UCSB as one of the 12 “hottest” colleges in the country.

Chancellor Henry T. Yang is rightly proud.  “Our students participate in highly ranked academic programs, engage in original undergraduate research and study with award-winning professors,” he told the News-Press last week after learning of the honor.  “Our campus offers a wonderful balance between strong academics and high quality of student life in an extraordinary location.”


There’s been way too much emphasis on UCSB as a so-called party school.  Let’s hope the Newsweek-Kaplan ranking starts putting the focus on the university’s academic excellence and highly qualified professors and students.

Or, as Newsweek-Kaplan puts it, “Freshman applications have increased by 67 percent in the last five academic years, compared with 31 percent for the UC campuses as a whole, and 27 percent of the students who applied for the class of 2006 had a GPA of 4.0 or higher.”

It adds that UCSB’s Ph.D. physics ranks in the top 10 in the country and the Institute for Theoretical Physics brings in scientists from around the globe “to debate such questions as the future of cosmology.  One quarter of undergraduates take part in research, teaming up with faculty and grad students.”

UCSB’s engineering, film and religious studies programs get praise from the publication.  So does the Bren school of environmental science and management’s new home, built with the latest in environmentally sensitive construction techniques.  The building is one of the greenest in California.

None of this is any surprise to county residents who’ve watched UCSB flourish over the last decades, attract science professors who’ve won Nobel Prizes, and become a major research university.

It’s great for UCSB to be named one of the 12 “hottest” schools in the country.  But UCSB’s track record suggests that it won’t need such a listing to get attention in the years ahead.

