Green Looks Great on Buildings
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Fast forward to a future in which builders make energy-efficient and eco-friendly construction a real priority, not just an afterthought.

Builders would protect trees during construction.  Landscaping would include drought-tolerant plants.  Recycled material for building supplies and interior furnishings would help slow the flow of trash to landfills.  Solar power and other alternative sources of energy would generate electricity.

High-tech devices would connect heaters and air conditioners to windows so that when people open windows the hot or cold air would turn off.

Such a utopian world isn’t as far off as you might think.  Green building, in fact, does occur in Santa Barbara County, often without much attention.

Certainly there’s the much-publicized example at UCSB, which opened one of the country’s most environmentally friendly structures with lots of fanfare last spring.  The new home to the Donald Bren School of Environmental Science and Management cost $26 million, or only about 2 percent more than the bill without the green enhancements.  Some enhancement will save money on energy bills in the long run.

This weekend the Bren school (ironically named after one of Orange County’s largest developers) will have to share the spotlight with other green buildings that don’t get so much press.

The third annual Parade of Green Buildings and Gardens will tour 20 sites on the South Coast and in Santa Maria and Buellton.  Included will be offices, homes, a factory, a winery and the Watershed Resource Center at Arroyo Burro Beach.  Organizers say all the buildings “are designed for energy and water efficiency, to retain water on site, implement recycled products and use innovative systems such as those for waste management and air quality.”

The real challenge is to inspire people to change how they construct homes, offices and other businesses, so that one day green buildings become so common that no tour is even needed.

