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2003-  :  Resident Managing Partner, Washington, D.C. office of Zelle, Hofmann, Voelbel, Mason & Gette LLP.  

In 2003 Mr. Zaelke opened a DC office for Zelle, Hofmann, a firm specializing in the resolution of complex, high value disputes.  The firm has a history of achieving significant results in the areas of antitrust, intellectual property, trade regulation, insurance, and catastrophe litigation.  Mr. Zaelke will focus on the resolution of environmental disputes, as well as counseling clients on how best to manage future environmental risks, including risks associated with climate change, an area that will be increasingly regulated in the future.  In addition to Washington, DC, Zelle, Hofmann, also has offices in Minneapolis, Dallas. San Francisco, Boston, Los Angeles,  Beijing, and Shanghai (in association with ZY & Partners).  See www.zelle.com
2003-  :  Co-Founder and Co-Director, Program on Governance for Sustainable Development, Bren School of Environmental Science & Management, University of California, Santa Barbara.  

In 2002 Mr. Zaelke, Professor Oran Young, and Matthew Stilwell established the Program on Governance for Sustainable Development, which began operations at UCSB in January 2003.  

2003-04:  Bren Scholar, University of California, Santa Barbara.

2003-
:  Founder and President, Institute for Governance and Sustainable Development.  In 2003 Mr. Zaelke founded the Institute, which is dedicated to applying the lessons of good governance to improve sustainable development, at all levels of government, as well as within the private sector.  The principle project of the Institute is the International Network for Environmental Compliance & Enforcement, described next.

2001-
:  Director of the Secretariat, International Network for Environmental Compliance & Enforcement (INECE).  

In 2001 Mr. Zaelke was appointed as the founding Director of the five-person INECE Secretariat, where he also serves as a member of the Executive Planning Committee for this global network of 2,500 enforcement practitioners from 130 countries.  Activities include a bi-annual conference, last held in Costa Rica 14-19 April 2002; newsletter; web site (www.inece.org); substantive research efforts, including the development of indicators to measure environmental enforcement and compliance; and training and capacity building, including co-sponsorship with the United Nations Environment Programme of the Global Judicial Symposium for 100 supreme court justices from 80 countries at the World Summit for Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, August 2002.  Mr. Zaelke is currently leading efforts to develop regional and sub-regional enforcement networks in East Africa, Southern Africa, Central America, South America, and Asia.  

1989-
: Founder, Board Member, and President Emeritus, Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL), Washington, D.C. and Geneva.

In 1989 Mr. Zaelke founded CIEL,  a public interest environmental law firm dedicated to strengthening and developing international and comparative environmental law, policy, and management throughout the world.  CIEL's goals are: to solve environmental problems and promote sustainable societies; to incorporate principles of ecology and democracy into international law; to strengthen national environmental law systems and support public interest movements around the world; and to educate and train environmental lawyers.  The staff is comprised of 15 attorneys, three “of counsel,” five research assistants, and support staff.  CIEL was selected as one of the “Best Places to Work with a Law Degree” in 1998.  The annual budget is $2.5 million.

Until 1998 Mr. Zaelke was responsible for all management functions, including fundraising.  Financial functions were handled by a Vice-President for Finance and Administration.  Since 1998, management and fundraising have been shared with an Executive Director, a Director of Development, and a Director of Finance and Administration.  

Until 2003 Mr. Zaelke continued to lead CIEL’s research and development efforts, and directed the Law and Technology Program, which focused on a collaborative effort with NASA and the Library of Congress to link digital earth science data with environmental law, policy and management, initially through a GIS interface.  Mr. Zaelke continues to direct CIEL’s joint Research Program on International and Comparative Environmental Law at the Washington College of Law, American University.  He initiated CIEL’s Trade and Environment Program (which he continues to assist, principally through his position on the President’s Trade and Environment Policy Advisory Committee), the International Financial Institutions Program, Climate Program, and Wildlife Program (now Biodiversity Program). He designed CIEL’s initial Internet site, which won two awards for design and content in 1997 and 1998.  In 1992 he also organized a partnership with World Resources Institute, Island Press, and the Institute for Global Communications to encourage the public interest environmental community to utilize the Internet.  See www.ciel.org
1990-
:  Founder and Co-Director, Research Program on International and Comparative Environmental Law, American University Washington College of Law, Washington, DC.

In 1990 Mr. Zaelke founded the Research Program on International and Comparative Environmental law at American University, which now consists of a series of twelve courses in this field, together with a student publication.  See www.wcl.american.edu/environment/llm.cfm  Mr. Zaelke designed and taught five of the initial seven courses.  In addition to serving as Co-Director, he continues to serve as an Adjunct Professor of Law, teaching International Environmental Law, Human Rights and the Environment, and related courses.  His course on International Environmental Law is the basis for his textbook, International Environmental Law and Policy (Foundation Press 2nd ed. 2002)(1,564 pages)(with Hunter & Salzman), which is the leading text in its field, used in more than 114 law schools and universities around the world.  

In addition, Mr. Zaelke and Professor Hunter have assisted various students from the program create non-profit organizations, including Centro Mexicano de Derecho Ambiental in Mexico City, the first public interest environmental law firm in Mexico; Centro de Derecho Ambiental e Integracion Economica del Sur, in Veracruz; Euronatura, the first public interest environmental law firm in Portugal; Eco-Peace (now Friends of the Earth-Middle East), the first regional environmental organization in Israel; the Center for Human Rights and the Environment in Cordoba, Argentina, the first such organization in the world; a new program on human rights and environment within the law faculty of UCCI in Costa Rica; and a new public interest organization in Morocco.

1996-
:  Co-Founder and Adjunct Law Professor, American University’s Summer Law Program in Paris and Geneva.

In 1996 Mr. Zaelke c-founded the Summer Law Program in Paris and Geneva, which brings 50 law students to Europe every summer to study international law.  The program is built around a series of visits to international institutions in Paris, Geneva, Brussels, Strasbourg, and Luxembourg, including various UNEP offices, OECD, WTO, ILO, EU offices, and others.  Mr. Zaelke teaches the course on International Environmental Institutions as part of the Summer Law Program.  See www.wcl.american.edu/environment/summer.cfm
2003-
:  Johns Hopkins University.  Lecturer, teaching International Environmental Policy.

2000:  Yale Law School.  Visiting Lecturer, teaching International Environmental Law and Polity.

1994:  Duke Law School/Free University of Brussels summer program.  Lecturer, teaching International Environmental Law and Policy.

1992:  University of Nairobi/Widener summer program in Kenya.  Lecturer, teaching International Environmental Law.

1989-90:  Co-founder and Managing Director, CIEL-UK, now the Foundation for International Environmental Law and Development, London.

1980-89:  Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund (SCLDF) now Earth Justice, Washington, DC and Juneau, Alaska.  

1988-89:  Founder and Director, SCLDF International Programs.  Mr. Zaelke developed the initial international program for SCLDF. 

1984-88:  Director, SCLDF Washington, D.C. office.  Mr. Zaelke directed six attorneys pursuing public interest litigation, principally in federal court.  

1980-84:  Director, SCLDF Alaska office.  Mr. Zaelke directed four attorneys pursuing public interest litigation, in federal and state courts.  His litigation helped conserve important resources in the Tongass National Forest, Admiralty Island National Monument, Misty Fjords National Monument, and the Kodiak Wildlife Refuge, among others.  His victories for Misty Fjords National Monument blocked what would have been the world’s largest open pit molybdenum mine, which would have dumped 60,000 tons of tailing into the fjord and its rich salmon streams.  Before his arrival, SCLDF had been unsuccessful during a decade of litigation in Alaska.  After his arrival, he and his staff proceeded to win victories in their first 33 appearances in federal and state court.  Initially working with just a series of law school interns, over a three and a half year period Mr. Zaelke expanded the office to include one junior attorney and two recent law graduates serving as Law Fellow for one-to two-year periods.

1978-80: Special Litigation Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice, Lands and Natural Resources Division.  Mr. Zaelke was one of the three founding attorneys in a new section of the Justice Department—Policy, Legislation, and Special Litigation.  His responsibilities included designing the federal government's initial hazardous waste enforcement strategy, which relied on British common law from the 16th Century to reinterpret the previously ignored “imminent and substantial endangerment” provisions in various environmental statutes; supervising the filing of the initial cases under this new strategy; leading the initial investigation into the Love Canal hazardous waste case; and devising, drafting and lobbying successfully for the legislative history that was relied on to establish “joint and several liability” under Superfund.  Under Mr. Zaelke’s hazardous waste enforcement strategy 50 cases were filed during the fist 18 months, and a new 30-lawyer Hazardous Waste Enforcement Section was established.  Mr. Zaelke also designed an energy conservation enforcement strategy, which lead to a new seven-lawyer Energy Conservation Section.  (This section was dismantled when the Regan Administration took office in 1981.)  Mr. Zaelke also lead the Justice Department’s investigation into the accident at the Three Mile Island nuclear reactor. 

1975-78:  Staff Attorney, Environmental Law Institute.  Mr. Zaelke’s responsibilities included research on energy conservation, especially in the transport sector, and in the area of hazardous waste.  

1973-74:  Associate, Adams, Duque, & Hazeltine, Los Angeles, California.  Mr. Zaelke served as an associate in the litigation department of this commercial law firm.  

Education:

Duke Law School, J.D., 1972.  Editor, Duke Law Journal.


UCLA,  BA, 1969.

Selected Publications:

In addition to the International Environmental Law & Policy textbook, with Treaty Supplement (Foundation Press 2002)(380 pages)( www.wcl.american.edu/environment/iel/), and Teachers Manuel (350 pages), other books by Mr. Zaelke include: Van Dyke, Zaelke & Hewison, eds., Freedom for the Seas: A New Look at Ocean Governance (Island Press 1993), co-winner of the Smithsonian’s 1994 Sprout Award for best book on international environmental affairs (www.isanet.org/sections/ess/sprout.htm;  and Zaelke, Housman & Orbach, eds., Trade and the Environment: Law, Economics, and Policy (Island Press 1995), winner of a special award at the 1997 Buenos Aires International Book Fair for its Spanish version, entitled Comercio Internacional y Medio Ambiente: Derecho, Economia y Politica (Espacio Editorial, Buenos Aires, June 1995) (translation by Eugenia Bec).

Mr. Zaelke is also the author, with Dr. Steven O. Andersen, of Industry Genius: Inventions and People Protecting the Climate and Fragile Ozone Layer (Greenleaf Publishing UK, 2003) (www.greenleaf-publishing.com/catalogue/genius.htm).  Industry Genius presents the inventive genius behind technological breakthroughs by ten global companies, including Honda, Seko-Epson, ST Microelectronics, Trane, and Alcoa Aluminum.  

Other publications include:

Housman, Goldberg, Van Dyke & Zaelke, eds., The Use of Trade Measures in Select Multilateral Environmental Agreements (United Nations Environment Programme,  1995).

Housman & Zaelke, Making Trade and Environmental Policies Mutually Reinforcing:  Forging Competitive Sustainability, 23 Envt’l. L. 545 (1993).

Housman & Zaelke, Trade, Environment, and Sustainable Development:  A Primer, 15 Hastings Int’l & Comp. L. Rev. 535 (1992).

Housman & Zaelke, The Collision of the Environment and Trade:  The GATT Tuna/Dolphin Decision, 22 E.L.R. 10268 (1992).

Zaelke & Cameron, Global Warming and Climate Change An Overview of the International Legal Process, 5 Am. U. J. Int’l L. & Pol’y 249 (Winter 1990), selected as one of the best law review articles of the year and reprinted in 22 Land Use & Envt’l L. Rev. (1991); reprinted in Italian in Futuro Sostenible: EffettoSerra 36 (1990).

Professional Memberships:

Member, President’s Trade and Environment Policy Advisory Committee (1999-  )

Member, Board of Directors, the Keystone Center (2001- )

Founding President, National Association of Environmental Law Societies (2001- )

Member, Executive Planning Committee, the International Network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement (2000- ).

Member, Advisory Board, Center for Human Rights and Environment, Argentina (2000-)

Member, Advisory Board, Euronatura, Lisbon, Portugal (1998- )

Member, National Advisory Committee, NAFTA Comm’n for Environmental Cooperation (1994-98).

Founding Chairman, Board of Directors, Scientific Certification Systems, a privately held life cycle analysis and eco-labeling company in Oakland, California (1994-98).

Member, Board of Directors, Renew America, Washington, DC (1992-93).

Fellow, Kings College, University of London (1989-90)

Scholar-in-Residence, American University, Washington College of Law (1990-1998)

Bar Memberships:  California, Alaska, and Washington, DC.
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